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was formed the TRIPLE ALLIANCE (1882), which loomed so
large in European politics for the next twenty-five years.
A year or two later he contrived by a masterpiece of diplo-
matic cunning to complete the isolation of France, The old
Emperor William had only been bludgeoned into consenting to
the anti-Russian alliance with Austria by one of Bismarck's threats
of resignation. Moreover, the Czar Alexander II had recently
been assassinated by a Nihilist bomb (iSSi), and his successor,
Alexander III, was eager for a reconciliation. The Chancellor
had therefore little difficulty in bringing about what he called a
REINSURANCE TREATY, by which each of the three Emperors
agreed to maintain, a benevolent neutrality if any of them made
war on a fourth Power (i.e. France). Thus Russia was tied to
the tail of the Triple Alliance. The treaty was to last for three
years in the first instance, but was renewable.
Bismarck's position was always dependent on the life of his
old master, for he had never been on good terms with the
Crown Prince. Frederick had played a conspicuous part at
Sadowa and Sedan, but he was not so absorbed in soldiering
as his father. He was much influenced by the Crown Princess,
the daughter of Queen Victoria, who had been brought up in
an atmosphere of English " Constitutionalism." Full of
" Liberal" sympathies, he was ready to extend parliamentary
powers, was opposed to militarism, and was prepared to go
much further than either the Emperor or the Chancellor in
social legislation. Consequently they had always excluded him
from an active part in the Government, and had relegated him
to military commands in distant parts of the Empire. All
liberal-minded men in Germany and elsewhere looked forward
to great changes when he came to the throne. They had to
wait for a long time, however, for the old Emperor William
seemed to be immortal. When at last he died (March 1888)
it was too late, for Frederick was in the last stages of a fatal
disease which carried him off in the following June after a
reign that was three months of agony.
The character of his twenty-eight-year-old son, who now